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Welcome Back 
 

 

As the new term starts, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy New Year. I hope that you were all able to 
enjoy a happy and peaceful festive season. The School Calendar dates has been attached to the newsletter today for your 
information with upcoming events this term.  

Thank you for all of the responses received to the parent questionnaire circulated at the end of December; for the positive 
comments and the constructive ideas for improvement. A common theme identified through your feedback was a request 
for more frequent information about the children’s learning and the progress they are making in school. As a response to 
this, we will be holding half termly open classroom events. This will provide the opportunity to come in before or after 
school, look at the pupils’ books and the classroom. Class teachers will be available at these sessions for brief meetings 
with parents and if it is felt a longer meeting is required to discuss your child’s learning and progress, this can be arranged. 
The first of these meetings will take place after school on Tuesday 31 January from 3.10-4pm and children can also attend.  

Our school value for the terms relates to developing resilience and children will start this focus theme next week, starting 
with our whole school assembly next Monday.   

Club Requests  

The period of time for requesting club places has now closed and places have been allocated. Waiting lists have been created 
for clubs that are oversubscribed. We have tried to allocate all children with at least one school club and if you have not 
heard back please assume that your child has therefore been unsuccessful at this this time and been placed onto the waiting 
list. Clubs start from next Monday 9 January and finish at 4pm.  

In addition, we will be running a drop-in homework club which will start Wed 25 January 3.15-4pm. Children can sign up to 
for a place in the club at the start of each week. A few parents have requested additional support from school with devices 
to enable children to complete homework. At present, I regret we are unable to accommodate these requests but will 
instead allow children access to laptops and Chromebooks in this session to allow them to complete online homework. We 
will continue to explore additional funding streams to enable this to take place.  
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Staffing Updates  

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Rachael Hayton 
to our staff team as our new Higher Level Teaching 
Assistant. Mrs Hayton is a qualified teacher and will 
be a real asset to the teaching and support team at 
Barlby Bridge. She will be covering class teachers’ 
non-contact time on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and also running after school clubs. 

I am also pleased to report on the appointment of 
a new School Business Manager. Mrs Shona Webb 
brings a wealth of HR and business experience and 
will be starting at the end of January. She will be 
available to support with parental queries at the 
start of the school day.  

We have a vacancy for another admin assistant to 
join the team and this will be advertised on the 
North Yorkshire County Council Website next 
week. Hours of work are Monday- Friday 8.30am-
1pm with additional flexible afternoons offered if 
you or anyone you know may be interested in this 
position.    

 

Free School Meals  
 

Applications for Free School Meals can be made if your annual 
household income is under £16,190 per year. If you do not currently 
receive this support and believe you may be eligible, please collect an 
application form from the leaflet stand in the main reception area or 
request a form by emailing admin@barlbybridge.n-yorks.sch.uk.  
Children eligible for Free School Meals are granted additional funding 
to support with learning and successful applications for Nursery age 
children receive a £50 uniform voucher to spend at Classroom Clothing 
in Selby. Children also receive free milk in school at playtime and other 
support such as subsidised rates for trips and school events.  

Parking   

Parking on Thomas Street continues to cause a problem for residents 

on the street and a significant safety risk for the children. Please do 

not bring vehicles into Thomas Street at drop off and collection points. 

We had a very near miss last term and the car park gates have been 

damaged by a vehicle this week. This collision could have been much 

more serious. Please consider the safety of the children. There have 

also been reports of negative behaviour towards pedestrians walking 

children to school, and it is essential that this is not repeated.  

mailto:admin@barlbybridge.n-yorks.sch.uk


 

 

     

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Important Dates for your Diary 
 

Sun 15 Jan 
Last date for NYCC Admissions 
applications for Reception places 

Thu 26th Jan Neptune and Mercury Assembly 

Tues 31st Jan Open classrooms 3.10-4pm  

Friday 10th 
Feb 

School closes for half term 

Monday 20th 
Feb 

School opens 

Thursday 23rd 
Feb 

Jupiter class assembly  

PE kits 

PE is a statutory part of the curriculum and children are 
entitled to 2 hours of PE each week from KS1. We have 
noticed that throughout school, there are some children 
who are regularly forgetting their PE kits and this is having a 
detrimental effect on their learning, as it may be that 
children cannot participate in sports lessons without the 
correct clothing.  

We also have a number of children throughout school who 
do not have appropriate footwear for the PE lesson. This is a 
health and safety risk and can result in serious slips, trips and 
falls. It is essential that every pupil should be fully equipped 
with the required PE kit for every lesson including pumps or 
trainers that fit.  

The PE kit should include: 

• School House T shirt (provided by school at the start of the 
academic year). 

• A pair of black shorts. 

• A pair of black pumps /or trainers. 

• During winter months, children may wear a pair of black 
jogging bottoms and a jumper. 

 
It is recommended that PE kits are left in school in the event 
that PE slots are changed or there are extra sporting 
activities taking place that week. With  PE being done 
outside even in cold weather, as long as it is not raining, it is 
essential that all our pupils have the right kit at all times and 
the correct footwear. Please ensure that all your children’s 
uniform and belongings, have their name clearly marked. 

Attendance  

Welcome back to the New Year. We have had a 
great start to the Spring Term. We are always 
working together to remove barriers to 
attendance. Improving attendance is everyone’s 
business. The barriers to accessing education are 
wide and complex, both within and beyond the 
school gates, and are often specific to individual 
pupils and families. The foundation of securing 
good attendance is that Barlby Bridge School 
offers a calm, orderly, safe, and supportive 
environment where all pupils want to be and are 
keen and ready to learn. The table below is taken 
from the new September 22 DFE publication 
which highlights the importance of good 
attendance. 

 

School Applications 

Is your child 4 years old or due to turn 4 before 
31st August 2023? Applications for all new school 
starters must be made by 15th January via school 
admissions. Any parents requiring additional 
support with this should contact the main school 
office who will be able to help.  



 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 CHughes CHughes 

School Fundraising 

Last term, there were a range of fundraising events in school led by our wonderful team of FoBBS volunteers. 
These included the school discos, Christmas fair, Pre-loved uniform sale, Christmas cards and other fundraising 
activities. Thank you so much for supporting all of these events in school. We are pleased to report that the total 
raised from Christmas fundraising was £1006.95 and the total including the school disco stands at £1291.95. I am 
sure you will agree this is an absolutely fantastic total to have raised for the school. All of these funds go directly to 
supporting your children.  
FoBBS are fundraising towards supporting the cost of new play equipment in the KS1 playground and this total is a 
great start to this fundraising target.  There are further activities planned for the Spring term and more information 
about this will be provided in the next few weeks. Thank you to FoBBS for their hard work in organising and 
ensuring the Christmas events were a real success and for creating enjoyable experiences for the children in 
school. 
We are always looking for volunteers to join this group and everyone is welcome. For more information or to offer 
your support please email fobbschool@gmail.com. Thank you.  
 

mailto:fobbschool@gmail.com

