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Curricular Goals: 

• Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest 
times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and 
been influenced by the wider world  

• Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 
civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 
societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

• Know and understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 
historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 
analyses  

• Know and understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 
historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have 
been constructed History – key stages 1 and 2 

• Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 
connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, 
political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Component: Chronological understanding 
Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

I can use everyday 
language related to 
time e.g. 
‘yesterday’ 
 
I can order and 
sequence familiar 
events. 
  
I can use past, 
present and future 
forms accurately 
when talking about 
events. 
I can talk about 
past and present 
events in my own 
life and in lives of 
family members. 
 

I can explain how I 
have changed since 
I was born. 
 
I can talk about 
how things have 
changed since my 
parents and 
grandparents were 
children. 
 
I can place 3 
objects in order on 
a timeline. 
 
I can study a local 
event, people or 
places from my 
locality and explain 
the relevance it 
has on how I live 
today. 

I can use words 
and phrases like: 
before, after, 
past, present, then 
and now.  
 
I can label 
timelines with 
pictures, words or 
phrases and give 
reasons for my 
choice. 
 
I can use dates to 
talk about people 
or events from the 
past. 
 
  

I can use a timeline 
within a specific 
period of history 
to set out the 
order that things 
may have 
happened. 
 
I am beginning to 
describe change 
over time. 
 
 

I can begin to 
recognise and 
explain the 
different time 
periods that exists 
between different 
groups that 
invaded Britain. 
 
I can plot events 
on a timeline using 
centuries. 
 
I can understand 
that a timeline ca 
be divided into BC 
and AD. 

I can use dates 
and historical 
terms more 
accurately in 
describing events. 
 
Can I explain the 
chronology of 
different time 
periods and how 
they relate to one 
another on a time 
line. 

I can order an 
increasing number 
of significant 
events, movements 
and dates on a 
timeline using 
dates accurately? 
 
I can make 
connections and 
contrasts between 
different time 
periods studied 
and talk about 
trends over time. 
 

Component: Historical enquiry and interpretations of history 
Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

I can identify 
similarities and 
differences. 
  
I know that 
information can be 
retrieved from 
books, the internet 
and people. 
  
I can begin to ask 
and answer ‘how’ 
and ‘why’ questions 
in response to 

I can observe and 
use pictures, 
photos and 
artefacts to find 
out about the past. 
 
I can use stories 
or accounts to 
distinguish 
between fact and 
fiction. 
 
I can find out 
things about the 

I can 
observe/handle 
evidence to find 
answers to simple 
questions about 
the past. 
 
I can choose and 
select evidence 
and say how it can 
be used to find out 
about the past. 
 
I can compare two 

I can look at more 
than two versions 
of the same event 
or story in history 
and identify 
differences. 
 
I can use the 
internet and the 
library for 
research with 
guidance. 
 
I can gather more 

I can investigate 
different accounts 
of historical 
events and be able 
to explain some of 
the reasons why 
the accounts may 
be different. 
 
I can regularly 
address and 
sometimes devise 
own questions to 
find answers about 

I can consider 
different ways of 
checking the 
accuracy of 
interpretations of 
the past. 
 
I can show an 
awareness of the 
concept of 
propaganda. 
 
I can use a wide 
range of different 

I can consider 
ways of checking 
the accuracy of 
interpretations. 
 
I can use a range 
of evidence to 
offer some clear 
reasons for 
different 
interpretations of 
events, linking this 
to factual 
understanding 



stories or events. 
 
 

past by talking to 
an older person. 
 

versions of a past 
event. 
 

detail from 
sources such as 
maps to build up a 
clearer picture of 
the past. 
 

the past. 
 
I can begin to 
undertake my own 
research. 
 

evidence about the 
past, such as 
ceramics, pictures, 
documents, printed 
sources, posters, 
online material, 
pictures, 
photographs, 
artefacts, historic 
statues, figures, 
sculptures, historic 
sites. 

about the past. 
 
I can start to 
understand the 
difference 
between primary 
and secondary 
evidence and the 
impact of this on 
reliability. 
 
 

Component: Range and depth of historical knowledge and concepts 
Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 

I can recall and 
recount significant 
past and present 
events in my own 
life and my friends 
or family’s life and 
how things have 
changed within my 
lifetime. 

I can recount 
episodes from 
stories and 
significant events 
in history. 
 
I can recognise 
some similarities 
and differences 
between the past 
and the present. 
 
  
 

I know the life of 2 
significant people 
from different 
time periods, who 
have contributed 
to national or 
international 
achievements. 
 
I can identify 
similarities and 
differences 
between ways of 
life in different 
periods. 
 
I can understand 
that there are 
reasons why people 
in the past acted 
as they did. 

I can find out 
about the 
everyday lives of 
people in time 
studied compared 
with our life 
today. 
 
I can explain how 
people and events 
in the past have 
influenced life 
today. 
I can identify key 
features, aspects 
and events of the 
time studied. 
 

I can note key 
changes over a 
period of time and 
be able to give 
reasons for those 
changes. 
 
I can describe 
connections and 
contrasts between 
aspects of history, 
people, events and 
artefacts studied. 

I can identify and 
note connections, 
contrasts and 
trends over time 
in the everyday 
lives of people. 
 
I can describe the 
key features of 
the past, including 
attitudes, beliefs 
and the everyday 
lives of men, 
women and 
children. 

I understand that 
no single source of 
evidence gives the 
answer to questions 
about the past. 
 
I can examine 
causes and results 
of great events and 
the impact these 
had on people. 
 

 

 

 


