
Mars Class Newsletter                                                                        Autumn Term 2022                  

                                             
 

Dear Parents, 

 

Your children have settled in well to Year 3 Class Mars. As I’m sure you are aware, they are tired but 

coping well with the new routines KS2 brings. Taking more responsibility for their own learning and 

organising their own equipment in class is a big adjustment in Year 3, but the children are doing brilliantly 

so far and we are all very proud of them all. 

 

Here is an overview of what your child will be learning this term in Mars. 

 

Theme: Stone age to Iron Age 

 

Book Focus: The First Drawing Mordical Gerstein 

Earth shattering Events by Robin Jacobs 

The Bolds by Julian Clary 

Jim, A Cautionary Tail by Hilaire Belloc 

Lost Species by Jess French 

 

Subject Area Topic 

English 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Focus: Autumn 1 

The First Drawing by Mordical Gerstein  

Main focus text: Historical Narrative  
 

Build up to include: 

Character description/ diary entry / recount  
 

Key Objectives:   
Can I infer meaning using illustrations?  
Can I use modal verbs to explore an imaginary scenario?   
Can I identify regular and irregular plurals?  
Can I identify how exclamatory and interrogative sentences can be used for effect?   
Can I know the difference between possession and omission?   
Can I empathise with and infer feelings of a character within a story?   
Can I make connections and comparisons with the text?  
Can I select and sequence key events in a narrative?  
Can I use a variety of grammatical and compositional features to retell a narrative?  
Can I edit the choice of verbs to add detail and avoid repetition?  
  
Grammar Focus:   
Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions   
Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related material  
Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition 
phrases  
Fronted adverbials  
Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition  
Introduction to inverted commas to punctuate direct speech  
Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech  
Use of commas after fronted adverbials  
 

Earth Shattering Events- linked to geography topic ‘Volcano and Earthquakes’ 

By Robin Jacobs 
 

Guided reading 

 

The Bolds by Julian Clary- Reading for Pleasure 

Class Reader  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To follow- Autumn 2 

Lost Species 

By Jess French 

 

Picture news (weekly topical news) 

Discussion/ argument texts alongside guided 

reading activities 
 

Spelling taken from Spelling Shed: A new spelling rule learnt each 

week, plus… 

 

The ‘Common Exception Words’ this term are: 

actual   answer   bicycle  circle   earth  enough  fruit  island  often 

popular 

centre  decide  disappear  early  heart  learn  minute  notice  regular 

therefore 

 

Maths 

 

 
 

 

Autumn Block 

 

Number : Place Value   

 

Number: Addition and Subtraction  

 

Number: Multiplication and Division 

 

Times tables 

Next school year in school (Y4), your children will be required to take 

a national online ‘Multiplication Timetable Check’. 

 

 The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils can recall 

their times tables fluently, which is essential for future success in 

mathematics. It will help schools to identify pupils who have not yet 

mastered their times tables, so that additional support can be provided. 

By the end of year 3, the children should know their X2, x3, x4, x5, 

x8, x10 tables.  

One website that is useful to use is: 

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/MultiplicationTab

les-Check  

 The 6 seconds the children are given on this site is a very similar 

format to the test which will also be taken online. We also have the 

new and very popular ‘Times Table Rock Stars’ which all the children 

have their own log in for.  

https://ttrockstars.com/     

Also useful are: ‘NumberGym’ and ‘My Maths’ to support your 

child’s learning. 

 http://www.numbergym.co.uk/  

 https://www.mymaths.co.uk/  

 

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/MultiplicationTables-Check
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/MultiplicationTables-Check
https://ttrockstars.com/
http://www.numbergym.co.uk/
https://www.mymaths.co.uk/


History  

 

Stone Age to Iron Age 

 

I can state the changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 

I know where the Stone Age gets its name. 

 

I know which tools were crucial to the survival of early man. 

 

I can explain how Stone Henge was discovered and describe it. 

 

I can explain why children worked in copper mines. 

 

I can name two reasons why Iron Age people wanted to protect their 

homes. 

 

Geography 
 

Volcanoes and Earthquakes 

 

I can describe how volcanoes are created.  

 

I can locate and name some of the world’s most famous volcanoes. 

 

I can describe how earthquakes are created. 

 

 

Science 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animals including humans 

 

Animals, including humans I can explain the importance of a 

nutritious, balanced diet in humans and animals. 

 

I can identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and 

muscles for support, protection and movement. 

 

Rocks 

 

I can compare and group rocks based on their appearance and physical 

properties, giving a reason.  

 

I can describe how fossils are formed.  

 

I can describe how soil is made. 

 

 

 

 

Art 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did life change from the Stone Age to the Iron Age? 

 

Key Skills: Clay/ Sculpture 

I can collate imagery of iron age pots, showing the shape and curves 

on the pots and any patterns etched into the surface. 

I can sketch a detailed picture using blended colours to represent the 

fire. 

I can make a clay thumb pot out of clay. 

I can glaze/paint my thumb pot and evaluate it. 



 

 

D & T 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food: Healthy and Varied Diet 

Healthy Wraps 

 

Designing  Generate and clarify ideas through discussion with peers 

and adults to develop design criteria including appearance, taste, 

texture and aroma for an appealing product for a particular user and 

purpose.  Use annotated sketches and appropriate information and 

communication technology, such as web-based recipes, to develop 

and communicate ideas. 

Making   Plan the main stages of a recipe, listing ingredients, utensils 

and equipment.  Select and use appropriate utensils and equipment to 

prepare and combine ingredients.  Select from a range of ingredients 

to make appropriate food products, thinking about sensory 

characteristics.  

Evaluating  Carry out sensory evaluations of a variety of ingredients 

and products. Record the evaluations using e.g. tables and simple 

graphs.  Evaluate the ongoing work and the final product with 

reference to the design criteria and the views of others. 

P.E 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 1 

 

Dodge-ball 

I can use control and accuracy to aim at a target. 

I can choose skills needed when competing in games. 

I can follow the rules of a game. 

I can work as part of a team. 

 

Fitness 

I can describe why being active is important. 

I can describe the changes to my heartrate and breathing when being 

active. 

I can begin to develop an understanding of the importance of speed 

and stamina 

  

Autumn 2 

 

Football 

I can begin to play invasion games. 

I can use my feet to control a ball. 

 

Hockey 

I can hit a ball with a stick. 

I can pass and receive. 

I can use a range of tactics to help keep possession of the ball. 

I can apply basic attacking and defending skills. 

I can receive a ball under control. 

I can play as part of a team. 



Music 

 

 

Let your spirit fly R&B, Michael Jackson, Western classical, 

Motown, Musicals, Soul  

 

Glockenspiel 1  

I can learn basic instrumental skills by playing tunes in varying styles. 

 

R.E 
 

What does it mean to be a Christian in Britain today?  

 

 

Why do people pray? Link to Christians and Muslims 

 

PHSE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being Me in My World 

Setting personal goals 

Self-identity and worth 

Positivity in challenges 

Rules, rights and responsibilities 

Rewards and consequences 

Responsible choices 

Seeing things from others’ perspectives 

 

Celebrating Differences 

Families and their differences 

Family conflict and how to manage it (child centred) 

Witnessing bullying and how to solve it 

Recognising how words can be hurtful 

Giving and receiving compliments 

 

French  
 

Moi 

I can learn to greet others.  

I can ask how they are. 

I can ask and answer questions about names.  

I know that French is spoken in France and elsewhere in the world. 

I can discuss linguistic diversity within my class.  

 

Les couleurs 

I can learn the colours in French.  

I can learn about games played in France eg pétanque. 

 

Computing Coding 
I can use a flowchart 

I can use timers 

I can use repeat 



 

 

 

 

 

I can code, test and debug 

I can design and make an interactive scene 
 

 

Homework  
The children will receive weekly homework given each Monday. It is a school expectation that this will be 

completed by the following Monday. Please support your child with this.  

Y3 homework is: 

 

Reading x 5 per week- planners are checked weekly and the children’s reads are counted. They move along 

our huge reading worm in the classroom and are rewarded for 25/ 50 and 75 reads. Please continue to hear 

your child read daily and record this in their planners. Thank you so much to those of you who recognise the 

value of this time for your children. We always find that the children who do this daily progress well. 

Reading other books to your child, including chapter books, is also beneficial as this will introduce more 

adventurous vocabulary to your child which they can then use in their own writing. Always pop it in your 

child’s planner so we can see the books they are enjoying. Each children will bring home a levelled reading 

book that they should be able to read more confidently and a chosen book to share with you for pleasure. 

You may need to help them with this book. The children can change their own book in school once read 

with an adult. 10 mins per day 

 

Weekly Spellings given in planners which correspond to the activities on Spelling Shed. Spelling Shed can 

be accessed from home https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html  and each child has their own log in 

written in the back of their planner. 10 mins per day 

 

Maths- Table Rock Stars (have a go at the games and activities to help your child learn their times tables- 

look at the websites detailed above). 10 mins per day 

 

P.E 
P.E will continue to be on Tuesdays and Fridays, but we ask that P.E kits are left in school all week in case 

we have P.E at other times. 

 

All children need a PE kit in school at all times please. School P.E t-shirts will be provided to your child for 

the year and will need black shorts or long tracksuit bottoms/ leggings for outside.  

 

P.E does often take place outside so please ensure that their kit is appropriate for the current weather 

conditions.  

 

Please make sure hair is tied back on these days and if you can please remove earrings. From experience 

children of this age find it very difficult to remove earrings quickly before a lesson and valuable time is 

wasted waiting for them to do so. Plasters and tape often fall off so isn’t the safest option. 

 

Thank you  

 

Mrs Herrington  

 

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html

