
 

 

Curricular Overview - Music 
 

 

 At Barlby Bridge School we follow the Charanga Music scheme (the long term plan with key titles can be found below). The following are the key skills for each year 
group  
Curricular goals:  
1. Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 

musicians 
2.  Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 

technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 
3.  Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 

tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 

Component: Listening 

Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Express feelings in music by 

responding to different moods in a 

musical score. 

 

Listen to music and respond by using 

hand and whole body movements. 

 

Listen to different sounds (animal 

noise, water etc.) and respond with 

voice and movement 

Choose sounds to 

represent 

different things 

(ideas, thoughts, 

feelings, moods 

etc.). 

 

Reflect on music 

and say how it 

makes people feel, 

act and move. 

 

Respond to 

different 

composers and 

discuss different 

genres of music. 

 

Listen to a piece of 

music, identifying 

if it is fast or slow, 

happy or sad 

Notice how music 

can be used to 

create different 

moods and effects. 

 

Listen and 

understand how to 

improve own 

composition. 

 

Sort composers in 

to different 

genres and 

instruments in to 

different types. 

 

Describe how 

instruments have 

been used to 

represent a sound/ 

object e.g. a flute 

for a bird or a 

drum for thunder.  

Recognise changes 

in the music using 

words like pitch 

(high) timbre 

(sound quality) 

dynamics (loud or 

soft) tempo 

(fast/slow) 

 

To notice and 

explore the way 

sounds can be 

combined and used 

expressively. 

 

Listen to different 

types of 

composers and 

musicians. 
 

Describe how a 

piece of music 

makes them feel, 

making an attempt 

to explain why.  

 

Recall sounds with 

increasing aural 

memory 

To notice, analyse 

and explore the 

way sounds can be 

combined and used 

expressively. 

 

To comment on 

musicians use of 

technique to 

create effect. 

Explain how 

different musical 

elements (pitch, 

tempo, rhythm, 

melody and 

dynamics) have 

been used to 

create mood and 

effects 

 

Notice and explore 

the relationship 

between sounds. 

Notice and explore 

how music reflects 

different 

intentions. 

Identify and explore the 

relationship between sounds and 

how different meanings can be 

expressed through sound and 

music 

 

Notice, comment on and compare 

the use of musical devises. 

 

Notice, comment on and compare 

the relationship between sounds 

 

Notice, comment on, compare 

and explore how music reflects 

different intentions. 



Component: Composing and Performing 

Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Play instruments to a steady beat. 

Understand how to hold and play an 

instrument with care. 

Explore the different sounds 

instruments make. 

Choose an instrument to create a 

specific sound 

 

Play instruments 

showing an 

awareness of 

others. 

Repeat and 

investigate simple 

beats and rhythms 

. 

Learn to play 

sounds linking with 

symbols. 

 

Understand how to 

play an instrument 

with care and 

attention. 

 

 

Perform simple 

patterns and 

accompaniments 

keeping to a steady 

pulse. 

 

Recognise and 

explore how sounds 

can be organised. 

 

Respond to 

starting points 

that have been 

given 

Understand how to 

control playing a 

musical instrument 

so that they sound, 

as they should. 

 

Perform own part 
with increased 
control or 
accuracy when 
singing or playing 
both tuned and 
untuned 
instruments 
 
Perform simple 
melodic and 
rhythmic parts. 
Improvise 
repeated patterns 

Perform 
significant parts 
from memory 
and from 
notation either 
on a musical 
instrument. 
 
Perform simple 
melodic and 
rhythmic parts 
with awareness 
of others. 
 
Improvise 
repeated patterns 
growing in 
sophistication. 
Maintain a simple 
part within a 
group 
 
Play notes on 
instruments with 
care so they 
sound clear. 
 
Perform with 
control and 
awareness of 
what others in 
the group are 
playing. 
 
 

Maintain own 
part in a 
performance with 
confidence, 
accuracy and an 
awareness of 
what others are 
playing. 
 
Whilst 
performing by ear 
and from 
notations, I 
maintain my own 
parts with 
awareness of how 
the different 
parts fit together 
and the need to 
achieve an overall 
effect 
 
Sustain a drone 
or melodic 
ostinato to 
accompany 
singing. 
 
Play an 
accompaniment 
on an instrument 
(e.g. glockenspiel, 
bass drum or 
cymbal). 
 
 

Take the lead in performance 
and provide suggestions to 
others 
 
Perform significant parts from 
memory and from notations 
with awareness of my own 
contribution. 
 
Refine and improve my own 
work. 
 
Play from memory with 
confidence, expressively and 
in tune. 
 
Perform alone and in a group, 
displaying a variety of 
techniques. 
 
Take turns to lead a group. 



Component: Singing 

Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Sing echo songs and perform 

movements to a steady beat. 

Explore singing at different speeds 

and pitch to create moods and 

feelings. 

Discover how to use the voice to 

create loud and soft sounds. 

Explore the use of 

the voice in 

different ways 

such as speaking, 

singing and 

chanting. 

Discover how the 

voice can produce 

rhythm and pulse, 

high and low 

(pitch) to create 

different effects. 

Find out how to 

sing with 

expression, 

confidence and 

creativity to an 

audience. 

 

Sing with a sense 

of the shape of a 

melody. 

To represent 

sounds with 

symbols. 

To improvise in 

making sounds with 

the voice. 

Perform songs 

using creativity and 

expression and 

create dramatic 

effect. 

Sing songs 
confidently both 
solo and in 
groups 

Maintain a simple 
part within an 
ensemble 

Maintain a more 
complex part 
within an 
ensemble (e.g. 
sing in a round or 
use harmony) 

Identify how sounds can be 
combined and used 
expressively layering sounds 
and singing in tune with other 
performers 

Component: Pulse and rhythm 

Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Move rhythmically. Imitates 

movement in response to music. 

Taps out simple repeated rhythms. 

Uses movement to express feelings. 

Creates movement in response to 

music. 

Makes up rhythms. 

Copy a simple 

rhythm by clapping 

or using percussion 

Identify the 

difference 

between rhythm 

and pulse 

Create and 
repeat extended 
rhythmic 
patterns vocally 
or by clapping 

Create and repeat 
extended rhythmic 
patterns using a 
range of 
percussion and 
tuned instruments 

Create simple 
rhythmic patterns 
with an 
awareness of 
timbre (quality of 
sound) and 
duration (length 
of notes and 
intervals) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognise/use unconventional 

notation when composing 



Component: Notation 

Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Begin to represent 

sounds with 

drawings 

Follow a simple 

piece of written 

rhythmic notation 

Use written 
symbols both 
standard and 
invented to 
represent 
sounds 

Follow a basic 
melody line, using 
standard notation 

Perform from 
simple notation 
on 
tuned/untuned 
instruments 

Follow a piece of simple written 
notation 

Component: Vocabulary, Appreciation and understanding 
Use facial expressions or body 

movements to demonstrate emotions 

for music 

Express basic opinion of various 

types of music 

Talk about the 

songs/pieces of 

music which they 

enjoy 

Describe basic 

elements of a piece 

of music e.g. pace, 

volume, emotion 

Use relevant 
musical 
vocabulary e.g. 
pitch, rhythm, 
pulse, tempo 
when talking 
about the 
elements of music 
within a piece 
 
Listen to music 
from different 
periods in history. 
 

Appreciate and 
listen to music 
drawn from 
different 
traditions, 
cultures and 
composers 

Appreciate and 
understand high 
quality music 
both live and 
recorded. 
Recognise and 
describe music 
and musical 
instruments from 
different periods 
in history 

Listen to and comment on the 
work of musicians and 
composers, indicating own 
preferences. Explain the 
influence of historical events 
on music 

 



 


