
  

 

Mathematics 

 
We have been focussing on one number each week. This 
is a great wat to encourage children to deepen their 
understanding of numbers. Different aspects of a number 
can be presented alongside each other. E.g. aspects of 
number recognition, formation, place value, counting and 
calculation can be introduced at the same time. As well 
as this we do a lot of counting forwards and back and 
the children love singing and dancing to number songs 
and rhymes. We have looked at different 2D shapes in 
our environment and played shape matching games to 
help with recognition and understanding. 

What a great start to ‘big school’ the children in Mercury Class have had. They have settled in so well and really 

know our school and class rules and routines. The children are all friends and get on so well. They make us smile 

every day!  

Phonics and Literacy 

 

We have started learning the sounds of letters and 
orally blending words out loud e.g. s-i-t down and the 
children sit down when we work out s-i-t blends 
together to make the word sit. We are also going to be 
orally sounding out words which will help with spelling 
as our phonics progresses e.g “let’s sound out the word 
hat, h-a-t, hat”. Don’t be alarmed if your child starts 
acting like a robot and using their ‘robot arms’ to sound 
out words as we do this in class! By the end of this half 
term we will be learning to read ‘tricky words’. These 
words cannot be blended so we have to learn to read 
them by sight. Every day the children practise writing 
their name and we also have focussed writing sessions 
where the children practise writing the initial letters to 
match objects. This will progress throughout the year 
from writing simple words and then sentences as well 
as writing lists and labels. We will read with each child 
in a small group three times per week. The book we 
use will come home with your child and will stay with 
your child for the week (you still bring this into school 
every day) so they can become fluent with this book 
before moving onto the next one. We will look at 
vocabulary and what different words mean, discuss the 
story, characters, setting and what happens and why, 
read using our voice in different ways and use our 
phonic knowledge to sound words out to read them. 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 
We have been talking a lot about how we feel about 
starting ‘big school’. We discussed what our bodies feel 
like when we experience different emotions as well as 
what our face looks like. We are going to use mirrors to 
investigate our faces and make pictures which show how 
we feel about being at school. 

Understanding of the World 

 
There has been so much exploring happening the past 2 
weeks. The children have loved exploring the water wall 
outside and collecting rain and moving the pipes and 
containers around to make the water go indifferent 
directions. They’ve been working together, describing 
what they see and talking about what is happening as 
well as solving problems. We have also talked a The 
Queen and the different jobs she did. We linked our 
discussions back to Jubilee Celebrations. We read a story 
about the Queen and talked about how we have a King 
in our country now. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 
The children have been loving singing, dancing and 
using musical instruments. We have seen some fantastic 
use of imagination in our vet role play and also when 
children are making pictures using different resources, 
materials, scissors and glue.  

Physical Development 

 
The children have been using bikes, scooters, climbing 
equipment, bats, balls, ribbons, playdough, mark 
making equipment and lots more to develop the fine 
and gross motor skills. In P.E sessions we will be 
practising independence when getting ready for P.E and 
getting dressed after P.E and using apparatus and 
range of large and small equipment to develop skills in 
gymnastics, dance and games. 

 

 

 

 

Buddies 

It’s been so lovely to see Y6 and Mercury buddies 

together. They have a playtime every Wednesday 

together and have lunch together on Fridays. There 

has been so many fantastic conversations happening 

and the Y6 children in Neptune Class have been great 

role models and so caring. Mercury children love 

spending time with them when they can. We will be 

doing things together throughout the year and I will 

keep you updated on everything. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Have a wonderful, 

spooktastic half term! 

From Mrs Aston, Mrs 

Morton, Mrs Wadsworth and 

Mercury Class! 


