
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

This term we are linking our learning to outer space and the different planets in our solar system. Myself and other adults in 
Mercury Class have been so impressed with the children’s knowledge. They have remembered so much about what we have 

learnt already and done some fantastic writing and maths work around this topic.  
 

 

Communication and Language  

 
We love sharing our weekend news on a Monday morning and the children are encouraged to speak in full sentences and ask 
questions to find out more information. Every day we have reflection times when we discuss what we have been learning and 

playing.  We also have our ‘very good vocabulary’ words and children are encourage to use new and exciting vocabulary 
throughout the day. 

 

Reading, writing and Phonics  

 
We love hearing your child read their reading book and it is amazing to see the progress they are making. Keep sharing books 
at home! We have been continuing to practise reading and writing phase 2 tricky words and reading 3 tricky words. Some 

children are now reading and writing these words in sentences and some are reading and writing them individually. We are also 
learning lots of new letter names and sounds and digraphs too and reading and writing these in words and sentences. The 

children have been writing lists of what they would take if they went to outer space and made space passports so that they can 
travel there! We read the story ‘Whatever Next’ and imagined we were going to outer space like the bear did. We are going ot 

be looking at some non-fiction books and using them to answer questions about outer space. 
 

 

Maths  

 
We have been using different objects/pictures and resources that interest and engage the children to add and take away. We 

practise daily instant recall of 1 more and 1 less than a number between 1 and 20. And we have been look at what amounts are 
made of such as 5 (2 and 3, 4 and 1, 5 and 0). We have also been looking at how to make equal and unequal groups as well as 

looking closely at the properties of 2D shapes and using the correct language (sides, corners). We are going to be looking at 
measures soon including weight and length and doing some practical activities so that children can learning about these 

concepts. 
 

 

Creative and Understanding of the World  

 
 
The children have been enjoying making collages and paintings to do with outer space. They have made some aliens using 

shapes, solar system pictures and we are going to be making our own rockets using bottles. We have also been exploring pitch, 
rhythm and beat using songs and instruments. We have started using laptops to make pictures using a drawing programme and 

this is very tricky as children are so used to touch screens. It has been wonderful to see their resilience in using a laptop and 
mouse pad and we will continue using the laptops with the aim of doing some typing to go with pictures and looking at simple 

pictograms. 
 

We have also talked about astronauts and what they do in outer space. We compared their job to jobs of people we know and 
watched some videos to see what it is like in outer space for astronauts. The children enjoyed talking about zero gravity and 

pretending they were floating in outer space! We are going to do a moon surface experiment soon and look at how meteors 
make marks on the moon and how they are the dark parts we can see. 

 
With it being so cold we have been doing some ice experiments and looking at what conditions we need to melt different objects 

that have become frozen. Children used their language skills to describe how the ice looked and felt and to talk about what was 
happening when it started melting and why. 
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Physical Development  
 

In Mercury Class we are very active and use the outdoors a lot for exploration, climbing, jumping and playing with equipment. In 
P.E the children have been practising their ball skills. We have been practising bouncing balls, moving with balls, throwing, 

catching, kicking and controlling. Every day we do the ‘Daily Mile’ (we do half a mile) and I have noticed how much fitter they 
are all getting. 

 
 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
 

Everyday children have the opportunity to communicate, take turns, solve problems with one another, share ideas and manage 
their feelings and emotions. We encourage independence here as much as possible and we are seeing some really mature 

behaviour from the children. 
 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

Mrs Aston, Mrs Cammack and Mrs Wadsworth 


