
Mercury Class Newsletter Spring 2 

 

We have had a busy Spring term learning all about outer space and the different planets in our solar system. Myself and other 

adults in the Mercury class have been so impressed with the children’s knowledge. They have remembered so much about what 

we have learnt and done some fantastic writing and maths work around this topic. 

 

Communication, Language and Literacy and Reading 

 

The last half of the spring term has been all about traditional stories and fairy tales. Mr Scott, a final teaching practice student 

from York St John university has been teaching the children about story language, sequencing, good and bad characters and the 

children have been using their imaginations to create their own stories. We read with each child individually twice a week and 

the children really enjoy this time, as do we as it enables us to focus on what each individual child needs. 

 

Phonics 

 

We have been continuing to practise reading and writing phase 2 and 3 tricky words as well as learning to read some new 

phase 4 tricky words. We have also moved onto reading and writing words that containing 4 sounds (CVCC and CCVC words). 

 

Maths 

 

We have been using different objects/pictures and resources that interest and engage the children to add and subtract, double, 

half and to create repeating patterns. We have been counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and we practise daily instant recall of 1 more 

and 1 less than a number between 1 and 20.  We have also been looking at teen numbers and how they are made up of 10 and 

some units. The children like to think that the 0 is hiding and doesn’t actually go anywhere! 

 

Creative, Understanding of the World and Technology 

 

The children have been enjoying making collages and paintings to do with outer space and traditional stories. We have used a 

range of resources including natural resources gathered from outside. A highlight of the term has been planting their own 

beanstalk and the children cannot wait to see it grow! We have also been exploring pitch, rhythm and beat using songs and 

instruments and using laptops to create pictures. This is very tricky as children are so used to touch screens and it has been 

wonderful to see their resilience in using a laptop and mouse pad. 

 

Physical Development 

 

In Mercury Class we are very active and use the outdoors a lot for exploration, climbing, jumping and playing with equipment. In 

P.E the children have been practising their gymnastics skills using apparatus to climb on, move across, balance on and jump off 



and land correctly. I am also incredibly impressed with the children fine motor skills and letter formation. They have been trying 

so hard with this! 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 

Everyday children have the opportunity to communicate, take turns, solve problems with one another, share ideas and manage 

their feelings and emotions. We encourage independence here as much as possible and we are seeing some really mature 

behaviour from the children. We have learnt about how to stay safe online as well as the importance of washing hands and not 

talking to strangers. The children enjoy our circle time sessions and activities where we think about and discuss such issues. 

 

Coronavirus 

 

As a a school and as a class we have discussed the issues that we are facing at the moment in terms of our health. The children 

in Mercury Class have been fantastic in asking questions and listening to important information. In the event of school closure I 

have prepared some home learning. It will be sent home with your child but I have also put it on our class page. I hope it helps. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mrs Aston, Mrs Morton, Mr Scott, Miss Finley and Mrs Wadsworth 

 


