
                      Venus Class Newsletter Spring Term 2020 

Dear Parents, 

A very warm welcome back to school to Venus class! I hope you had a great 

Christmas and the very best wishes for 2020. We are greatly looking forward to 

the new term with lots to cover. You will find an overview of this term’s topic 

below.  

This term your child will receive a homework book. Homework is set based on 

the work that is covered in class and books are sent home at the end of Monday 

or Tuesday to be completed over the week and they are returned each Monday 

morning. Spelling shed games are set each week. Please see a member of the 

class team if you are having difficulty logging into your child’s account. 

Games will be taught on a Monday afternoon by Mr Wood and on a Friday 

morning. We ask that P.E kits are left in school all week in case we have P.E at 

other times. 

As always, if you have any questions at any time or you would like to look at 

work that your child has completed in class, then please come in and speak to 

one of the teaching team. We are always more than happy to help.  

We have our own page on the school website and we will continue to add 

photographs to this over the term so that you can share in the wide variety of 

curriculum experiences that the children undertake. 

Our topic this term is: Explorers- Captain Cook 

Our book and writing focus will be: Traditional Tales and Fables, information 

texts 

The school values that we will focus on are: Equality and Empathy 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subject Area Topic 

English 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Focus: 

 

Traditional Tales and 

Biographical writing. 

 

Aesops Fables and 

Traditional Tales- 

The Elves and the 

Shoemaker 

 

Captain Cook: You 

Wouldn’t Want To 

Explore With- 

 

Grammar focus- 

 

 Clauses 

 Connectives and 

Openers- while, 

when and where. 

 ly openers 

(fortunately, 

unfortunately, 

sadly) 

 Conjunction (but, 

and, because, so) 

 Similes 

 Capital letters 

(sentences and 

personal pronoun) 

and full stops 

 Speech bubbles 

 Bullet points 

 Spelling- Year 1 

exception words 

 



Maths 

 

 

  

Addition and 

subtraction 

 

- Number: Addition 

and Subtraction 

(within 20)  

Number 

Place Value  (within 

50) (Multiples of 2, 5 

and 10 to be 

included) 

 

Measurement: 
-Length and Height  

-Weight and Volume 

 

 

Geography 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Great Britain! 

 

1. I can name the 

four countries of 

the United 

Kingdom and 

locate them on a 

map.  

2. I can name some 

of the towns and 

cities of the 

United Kingdom 

 

Under the 

Weather 

 

3. I can use simple 

fieldwork to study 

the weather by 

helping to create 

class weather 

symbols. 

4. I can explain the 

clothes that I 

would wear in hot 

and cold places. 



5. I can explain how 

the weather 

changes 

throughout the 

year and name the 

seasons. 

 

 

 

Science 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working 

scientifically- 

(Investigation skills). 

 

I can ask simple 

scientific questions. 

I can carry out simple 

tests. 

I can identify and 

classify things. 

I can suggest what I 

have found out. 

I can use simple data 

to answer questions 

 

Everyday materials 

 

1. I can distinguish 

between an object 

and the material it 

is made from. 

2. I can explain the 

materials that an 

object is made 

from eg: wood, 

plastic, glass, 

metal, water and 

rock. 

3. I can describe the 

properties of 

everyday 

materials. 

4. I can group and 

compare objects 



based on the 

materials they are 

made from. 

 

 

D.T  

 
 

  

A Moving Vehicle 

 

1. I can make a 

product which 

moves. 

2. I can explain to 

someone else how 

I want to make 

my product. 

3. I can choose 

appropriate 

resources and 

tools. 

4. I can make a 

simple plan before 

making. 

Computing 

 

 

Multimedia 

It’s all about the 

Skills! 

 

-Using a mouse or 

trackpad 

-Switch on and 

shutdown 

-Applications and 

windows 

-Folders and save 

-Dragging 

-Using our computer 

skills 

 

Programming 

Programming with 

Scratch 

 



-Cool characters 

-Grow and shrink 

-Time to move 

-Repeat 

-Sounds 

-Sequencing 

ART 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding Art 

 

1. I can use IT to 

create a picture. 

2. I can describe 

what I can see and 

give an opinion 

about the work of 

an artist. 

3. I can ask 

questions about a 

piece of art. 

  PE and Games 

 

 

 
 

Tag-Rugby 

 

1. I can pass a rugby 

ball. 

2. I can run and 

evade working in 

a team. 

 

Multi-skills 

1. I can copy 

actions. 

2. I can repeat 

actions and skills. 

3. I can move with 

control and care. 

4. I can use 

equipment safely. 

 

Netball 

1. I can throw 

underarm. 

2. I can move and 

stop safely. 



3. I can throw and 

catch with both 

hands. 

 

Gymnastics 

1. I can make my 

body curled, 

tense, stretched 

and relaxed. 

2. I can control my 

body when 

travelling and 

balancing. 

3. I can copy 

sequences and 

repeat them. 

 

Music 

 
 

 

 

In the Groove 

Blues, Latin, Funk, 

Baroque, Bhangra 

 

Round and Round 

Latin Bossa 

Nova,Film music, 

Big Band, jazz, ash-

up, Latin fusion 

 

RE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Who is a Christian 

and what do they 

believe? 

  



PHSE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

My healthy lifestyle 

 

1. With help I can 

discuss why 

healthy eating, 

physical activity 

and hygiene are 

important. 

2. With help, I am 

beginning to 

recognise, 

manage and 

control strong 

feelings and 

emotions. 

 

Me and my future 

 

1. With help I am 

beginning to 

understand where 

money comes 

from and the 

choices people 

make to spend 

money. 

 

 

Class Notes 

 We work closely with our Year 2 partner class in Key 

Stage 1 (Earth) and we plan collaborative events and 

learning opportunities to further develop and support 

your child’s learning and subject knowledge across the 

curriculum. 

 



 Please listen to your child read daily or as often as 

possible and record this in their reading diary. Reading 

other books to your child, including chapter books, is 

also beneficial as this will introduce more adventurous 

vocabulary which they can then use in their own writing. 

 

 Please send your child into school with a water bottle. 

They will bring this home at the end of each day. 

 

 In order to develop your child’s skills of independence, 

please refrain from coming into class with them at the 

start of each day. If you have a message that you wish to 

pass onto the teacher, please inform whoever is on door 

duty and they will pass this information on. If you need 

to speak to one of the teaching team about a particular 

issue please do this at the end of the school day.  

 

Thank you. 

Mr Dyer, Miss Craggs, Mrs Cockerham and Mrs 

McCormack 

 


